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Mom’s and calf’s dorsal fins

14. TAHAFA ♂
This calf was the undisputed 
star of the season. We had a  
total of nine encounters with 
this mom and calf over 33 
days.

Despite suffering multiple 
injuries, possibly due to false 
killer whales, Tahafa matured 
into a healthy, playful young 
whale over this period. 

This is the first mother/ calf 
that we’ve documented 
travelling the 40km between 
Vava’u and Toku. (We also 
documented two more 
instances this season.)

In addition, we documented 
a fascinating long-term 
escort relationship with this 
mother/ calf pair, spanning 
at least 14 days.

First encounter with Tahafa, 23 Aug

Tahafa on 02 Sep

Tahafa’s mom
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14. TAHAFA ♂ (CONT’D) 

© Tony 

Given the calf’s injuries, the frequency with which 
we encountered this baby, and the number of 
interesting behavioural observations associated 
with this calf, its mother, and the long-term escort, I 
wrote a lot about Tahafa on my blog. Please refer to 
these posts to read the full story:

• Initial encounter

• Second update

• Third update

• Fourth update (discussion of long-term escort)

• Fifth update (discussion of false killer whale 
theory to explain wounds)

When & Where: 23 Aug (0), 01 Sep (1), 02 Sep (1), 
03 Sep (1), 07 Sep (1), 09 Sep (1), 14 Sep (1), 16 
Sep (0), 24 Sep (0)

Tahafa, mom and long-term escort (visible in background) on 14 Sep

First encounter with Tahafa, 23 Aug

Last encounter with Tahafa, 24 Sep

© Tony Wu | www.tonywublog.com

© Tony Wu | www.tonywublog.com

© Tony Wu | www.tonywublog.com

http://www.tonywublog.com
http://www.tonywublog.com
http://www.tonywublog.com/20110828/2011-humpback-whale-season-in-tonga-part-3.html
http://www.tonywublog.com/20110828/2011-humpback-whale-season-in-tonga-part-3.html
http://www.tonywublog.com/20110904/swimming-with-humpback-whales-in-tonga-2011-part-4.html
http://www.tonywublog.com/20110904/swimming-with-humpback-whales-in-tonga-2011-part-4.html
http://www.tonywublog.com/20110911/swimming-with-humpback-whales-in-tonga-2011-part-5.html
http://www.tonywublog.com/20110911/swimming-with-humpback-whales-in-tonga-2011-part-5.html
http://www.tonywublog.com/20110918/swimming-with-humpback-whales-in-tonga-2011-part-6.html
http://www.tonywublog.com/20110918/swimming-with-humpback-whales-in-tonga-2011-part-6.html
http://www.tonywublog.com/20110925/swimming-with-humpback-whales-in-tonga-2011-part-7.html
http://www.tonywublog.com/20110925/swimming-with-humpback-whales-in-tonga-2011-part-7.html
http://www.tonywublog.com/20110925/swimming-with-humpback-whales-in-tonga-2011-part-7.html
http://www.tonywublog.com/20110925/swimming-with-humpback-whales-in-tonga-2011-part-7.html
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.684877,-174.027905&hl=en&ll=-18.68487,-174.027901&spn=0.012237,0.013304&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=near
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.684877,-174.027905&hl=en&ll=-18.68487,-174.027901&spn=0.012237,0.013304&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=near
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.68572407578241,-174.04897212982178&hl=en&ll=-18.685724,-174.048972&spn=0.023091,0.028968&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=39.456673,59.326172&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=15&iwloc=near
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.68572407578241,-174.04897212982178&hl=en&ll=-18.685724,-174.048972&spn=0.023091,0.028968&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=39.456673,59.326172&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=15&iwloc=near
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.777254,-173.993189&hl=en&ll=-18.77725,-173.993182&spn=0.01223,0.013304&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=near
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.777254,-173.993189&hl=en&ll=-18.77725,-173.993182&spn=0.01223,0.013304&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=near
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.781477,-174.056212&hl=en&ll=-18.781476,-174.056203&spn=0.01223,0.013304&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=near
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.781477,-174.056212&hl=en&ll=-18.781476,-174.056203&spn=0.01223,0.013304&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=near
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.689722,-174.045133&hl=en&ll=-18.689728,-174.045131&spn=0.012236,0.013304&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=near
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.689722,-174.045133&hl=en&ll=-18.689728,-174.045131&spn=0.012236,0.013304&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=near
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.758111,-174.117834&hl=en&ll=-18.758112,-174.11783&spn=0.012231,0.013304&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.758111,-174.117834&hl=en&ll=-18.758112,-174.11783&spn=0.012231,0.013304&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.149336,-174.195433&hl=en&ll=-18.149339,-174.195431&spn=0.003069,0.003326&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=18&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.149336,-174.195433&hl=en&ll=-18.149339,-174.195431&spn=0.003069,0.003326&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=18&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.154857,-174.182241&hl=en&ll=-18.154864,-174.182246&spn=0.012274,0.013304&sll=-18.145852,-174.199219&sspn=90.438311,108.984375&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.154857,-174.182241&hl=en&ll=-18.154864,-174.182246&spn=0.012274,0.013304&sll=-18.145852,-174.199219&sspn=90.438311,108.984375&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.154857,-174.182241&hl=en&ll=-18.154864,-174.182246&spn=0.012274,0.013304&sll=-18.145852,-174.199219&sspn=90.438311,108.984375&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.154857,-174.182241&hl=en&ll=-18.154864,-174.182246&spn=0.012274,0.013304&sll=-18.145852,-174.199219&sspn=90.438311,108.984375&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=16&iwloc=A
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.699209,-174.063013&hl=en&ll=-18.69922,-174.063005&spn=0.024471,0.026608&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=15&iwloc=near
http://maps.google.com/maps?q=-18.699209,-174.063013&hl=en&ll=-18.69922,-174.063005&spn=0.024471,0.026608&sll=37.0625,-95.677068&sspn=41.767874,54.492188&vpsrc=6&t=m&z=15&iwloc=near
http://www.tonywublog.com
http://www.tonywublog.com
http://www.tonywublog.com
http://www.tonywublog.com
http://www.tonywublog.com
http://www.tonywublog.com

